viii                                     PREFACE.
"To extend the time of a lecture to two hours, and to multiply this time by three or by six, would be practicable within the limits of one week. An expert lecturer could present, in six two-hour lectures, a moderately extensive chapter in some one branch of mathematics. With some new matter, much that is old could be mingled, including for example digests of recent or too much neglected publications. There would be time for some elementary details as well as for more profound discussions. In short, lectures could be made profitable to all who have a general knowledge of the higher mathematics."
As a forerunner of the Colloquia here outlined may be mentioned the Evanston Colloquium of 1893, which followed the Congress of Mathematics held in connection with the World's Fair in Chicago, Professor Klein, of Gottingen, being the sole speaker. But whereas that Colloquium covered, in a descriptive manner, a variety of topics, — it comprised twelve lectures,— the Colloquia of the Society have been characterized by close contact with the actual analytical development of the topic treated. The following Colloquia have been held :
I.   THE BUFFALO COLLOQUIUM, 1896.
(a) Professor MAXIMB B6CHER, of Harvard University : " Linear Differential Equations, and Their Applications." This Colloquium has not been published, but several papers appeared at about the time of the Colloquium, in which the author dealt with topics treated in the lectures.*
(6) Professor JAMES PIEBPONT, of Yale University :   " Galois's Theory of Equations."
This Colloquium was publish^ in the Annals of Matlie-ma$m, ser. 2, vols. 1 and 2 (19C)).
*Two of these papers were : " Kegukr Points of Linear Differential Equations of the Second Order"; Harvard Umwimty, 1896 ; "Notes on Some Points In the Theory of Linear Differential Eqpi&w^" AmnaU of Math., vol. 12, 1898.